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Global burden of COVID-19 and HIV

In 2019, worldwide there were:

38M PLHIV | 690,000 HIV deaths | 1.7M new infections
1 Jan – 16 Oct 2020, worldwide there were:

39M Covid-19 cases | 1,1M deaths
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Centrality of scientific evidence in the response

Does HIV cause AIDS? Can a 

virus cause a syndrome? 

How? It can’t, because a 

syndrome is a group of 

diseases resulting from 

acquired immune deficiency.

Thabo Mbeki

"We bought a tremendous amount of...

hydroxychloroquine, ...And 

there are signs that it works on 

[coronavirus], some very strong signs," 

April 5 

Donald Trump



Leaders need to be consistent role models



“Know your epidemic - Know your response”

• Data-driven plan for the response

Source: Esri, DigitalGlobe, GeoEye, Earthstar Geographics, CNES/Airbus DS, USDA, USGS, AEX, Getmapping,
Aerogrid, IGN, IGP, swisstopo, and the GIS User Community, Esri, HERE, DeLorme, MapmyIndia, ©
OpenStreetMap contributors

HIV hotspots

South Africa: Hotspot identification 
and mitigation



Testing: Value of a rapid point of care diagnostics

• Testing for HIV initially cumbersome –

ELISA needed to be confirmed by WB

• Rapid evolution in technology – rapid PoC

antibody test

• Testing important gateway to prevention 

and treatment

Western blot Rapid point-of-care test

• Rapid sequencing of SARS-CoV-2 → 

quickly established PCR testing

• Rapid evolution in technology – rapid PoC

PCR, antibody or antigen test now available

• Testing is the gateway to quarantine / 

isolation and treatment

Laboratory-based PCR Rapid point-of-care test



Importance of mutual interdependence in HIV

• Global solidarity – essential for access to life-saving 

medication, e.g. Global Fund, UNITAID, PEPFAR

“The AIDS movement demonstrates that with a shared 

vision, shared responsibility and through global solidarity and 

leadership of people living with HIV, affected communities 

and individual action, we can change the course of history.”

– UNAIDS 2015



Importance of mutual interdependence in Covid-19

Motivated communities 

power for collective action

Ubuntu 

“I am, because you are”
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Prevention toolbox essential - Choose the 

combination of strategies appropriate to the situation

COVID-19



Challenge of behaviour change

• Challenge of “Know - Do” gap

• Counterproductive scare tactics 

• Importance of supporting behaviour change



Community engagement: 

“Do things with people - not on people”

The team consists of leaders from faith-based 

organisations, civil society and labour unions.



Addressing gender inequity



Striving for Universal Health Care

Number of people receiving antiretroviral therapy: 2010–2019
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• 1 in 920 Black Americans has died (or 108.4 deaths per 100,000)

• 1 in 1,840 White Americans has died (or 54.4 deaths per 100,000)

• 1 in 2,200 Asian Americans has died (or 45.4 deaths per 100,000)

Racial disparities in Covid

AIDS 2000 conference

Galvanised the call for 

universal access to HIV 

treatment
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